In dynastic history, 1 the FIP spans the era of Herakleopolitan rule (Dyns. 9 and 10) and the earlier part of the Theban Dyn. 11 up to the re-unification of the country which occurred at some point in the reign of Nebhepetre' Mentuhotpe II. When we attempt to clarify the dynastic structure of this period and to estimate its chronological length, our argument will be more straightforward if we first deal with Dyn. 11 and only then turn our attention to the problems of the Herakleopolitan dynasties.
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Dyn. 11
We are comparatively well informed about Dyn. 11.
2 While the king lists of Abydos and Saqqara omitted all FIP rulers and listed only Nebhepetre' Mentuhotpe II and S'ankhkare' Mentuhotpe III of Dyn. 11, 3 the TC gives a full account of its rulers, omitting only (as do the lists of Abydos and Saqqara) its last ruler Nebtawyre' Mentuhotpe IV, whose reign was relegated to a group of "missing" (wsf ) years. 4 While the names of most of the kings are destroyed in the TC, a number of reign length data are preserved. Most valuable, however, is the fact that this document also provides a figure for the total length of the dynasty which allows us to determine the combined length of the first two reigns, for which individual length data are not preserved. The royal names which are destroyed in the TC can easily be reconstructed.
1 To define the FIP as a distinctive phase in the history of pharaonic culture or its political structure, one would envisage a more extensive period including at least the end of the OK after the demise of Pepy II. 6 Biographical inscriptions of officials also attest the names and sequence of the more important rulers, 7 while dated monuments and inscriptions concur to confirm the accuracy of the reign length data of the TC. 8 Confusion about the number of rulers named Mentuhotpe, caused by the fact that Nebhepetre' Mentuhotpe II changed his protocol twice, were settled by Gardiner. 9 On this basis, the data relating to the sequence and length of reigns of Dyn. 11 can be summarized with some confidence as follows: 
